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Minutes 
Reactor Physics Division Executive Committee Meeting 

Sunday, November 15, 2009 
Location: Parlor Room #302 

Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
 

 
Ivan Maldonado – Vice Chair 
The meeting was called to order by Ivan Maldonado (Vice Chair) at 4:08 pm. Ivan 
informed the participants that Bob St. Clair (Chair) had to cancel his trip because of an 
emergency at his work. Further, Ivan asked for a volunteer to give the Division report to 
the Board in absence of Bob, because himself and Ben Forget were not available, Ali 
Haghighat agreed to give the presentation. (Attendance list is given in Attachment #1.) 
 
Ali Haghighat - Secretary 
The minutes of the June 2009 meeting were accepted unanimously.  Ali informed the 
membership that the fall newsletter has been mailed to the membership and a copy has 
been sent to Hanna Shapira (webmaster) to be posted on the RPD website. Ali apologized 
to Dimitri Cokinos for the typo in his last name, and will ask the ANS to send out the 
corrected version again. Ali also thanked the officers for their quick response in 
providing inputs for the newsletter. 
 
Ben Forget – Treasurer 
Ben informed the membership that the Division’s budget is in a great shape. The main 
expenditures for the upcoming year are student travel to conferences, student conference, 
and website maintenance. After a discussion on the possibility of providing financial 
assistance for students who are planning to present a paper at the PHYSOR 2010, it was 
voted that $2000 to be allocated in case the organizers of the meeting could make the 
necessary arrangements. Mike Zerkle (Conference General Chair) will discuss it with his 
committee and inform Ben Forget of their decision. Attachment #2 provides a copy of the 
proposed 2009 RPD Budget. 
 
Ivan Maldonado for Jeff Bradfute – 2010 Nominating Committee 
Jeff has submitted the Division’s list of nominees for the 2010 election to the ANS. The 
list of nominees is given below:  
Chair – Ivan Maldonado 
Vice Chair/ Chair Elect – Ben Forget  
Treasurer - Ali Haghighat 
Secretary - Mark Dehart or Bojan Petrovic 
Executive Committee - Hany Abdel-Khalik, Tunc Aldemir, Robb Borland, Blair  
     Bromley, and Akio Yamamoto 
 
Ivan Maldonado – RPD Website update 
Hanna Shapira has been hired to redesign and maintain the RPD’s website; she will 
receive $1,750 for the redesign and will receive an annual fee of $500 for the 
maintenance. 
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Scholarship Committee – Jess Gehin 
(no report) 
 
Fausto Franceschini – Program Committee 
Fausto reported that for this meeting, 42 papers were accepted out of 46 papers 
submitted. These papers presented at three standing sessions and two special sessions. He 
also encouraged the membership to submit proposals for special session for the June Las 
Vegas meeting. Fausto also informed the membership that in July, 2009, he sent request 
for proposals for hosting the PHYSOR 2012 to local sections. The schedule is to review 
these proposals during the June 2010 meeting. It is also noted that North America is the 
target region, and he asked the membership to spread the news. (For further detail on the 
Program Committee’s activities, see the fall newsletter.) 
 
Travis Trahan – ANS Student Conference (University of Michigan)  
Travis and his colleagues informed the Division of their plans for the upcoming student 
conference. Particularly, they requested the membership to volunteer for chairing 
Sessions, judging papers, and providing mentorship. Travis and his colleagues were 
informed that the Division has already allocated $2000 for their conference. (For further 
detail, see attachment #3.) 
 
Mike Zerkle – PHSOR 2010 
Mike informed the membership that thus far they have received 215 papers, and his 
expectation is to receive a total of about 300 as of the deadline, November 30. Mike 
encouraged the membership to participate in reviewing papers; he mentioned that up to 
now they have 168 volunteers. Six workshops and two technical tours (Beaver Valley 
Power station and AP1000 Control Room).have been scheduled for the meeting. 
 
Dimitri Cokinos – Standards Committee 
Dimitri informed the membership that a good summary on the status of RPD standards is 
provided in the recent fall newsletter. He also reminded the membership that volunteers 
are needed for chairing, reviewing, and revising existing standards. 
 
Dimitri Conkinos – Honors & Awards 
Dimitri informed the membership that Wigner Award will be presented to Prof. Edward 
Larsen during the Honors & Awards Luncheon on Tuesday, November 17. He also 
thanked Jeff Bradfute, Fausto Frencheschini, and Bob St Clair for their efforts in 
providing placement for Prof. Larsen’s Wigner lecture. Also, Dimitri mentioned that he is 
working on identifying deserving members for becoming ANS fellow, and he feels that 
the Division should nominate one fellow per year. 
 
Mark Dehart – Joint Benchmark Committee 
Mark informed the membership that he has accepted to become a Co-Chair for this 
committee. He mentioned that Barry Ganapol has proposed establishment of a benchmark 
award, and is planning to ask the participating divisions (MCD, RPD, RPSD) to make 
contributions for this award. 
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Ivan Maldonado – Goals & Strategic Committee 
Ivan informed the membership that he is reviewing the Division’s Strategic Planning, and 
he will send a revised document to officers, standing committee Chairs, Executive 
Committee, Past Chair, and Past-Past Chair for their comments/suggestions. Following 
receiving the feedback from aforementioned group, a new revision will be sent to the 
membership at large for their review. 
 
Ivan Maldonado - Other topics  
No one was able to attend the Professional Division’s workshop (Sat. Evening), however, 
we will try to attend at the June meeting. 
 
A brief discussion was made on the possibility of organizing an embedded topical within 
the National ANS meetings. It was mentioned that it might possible to organize such 
meetings on specific topics. Membership is encouraged to provide input on this issue 
which will be discussed at future meetings. 
 
Adjournment – The meeting was ended at 5:25 pm.  
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Attachment #1 
List of Attendees 

 
Dimitri Cokinos, BNL 
Mark DeHart, ORNL 
Ronals Ellis, ORNL 
Ben Forget, MIT 
Fausto Franceschini, Westinghouse 
Jess Gehin, ORNL 
David Griesheimer, Bettis Atomic Power Lab  
Ali Haghighat, University of Florida 
Germina Ilas, ORNL 
Ivan Maldonado, University of Tennessee 
Russ Mosteller, LANL 
Eleodor Nichita, University of Toronto 
Mikey Brady Raap, PNNL 
Ben Rubin, Consultant 
Glenn Sjoden, University of Florida 
Mike Zerkle, Bettis Atomic Power Lab 
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Attachment #3 
Call For Papers – Student Conference, University of Michigan 

 

 
 

 


