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Minutes 
Reactor Physics Division Executive Committee Meeting 

Sunday, November 7, 2010 
Location: Capri 111 

Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas, NV, USA 
 

 
The meeting was called to order by Ivan Maldonado (Division Chair) at 4:08 pm. Prof. 
Maldonado asked all attendees to introduce themselves and circulated a signup sheet for 
attendance (see Attachment 1). 
 
2011 ANS Student Conference  
Because he was already present and needed to attend other meetings, the Executive 
Committee meeting started off with a presentation from Richard Meshall representing the 
ANS Student Chapter at Georgia Institute of Technology on status of the 2011 ANS 
Student Conference, to be held in Atlanta.  The conference organizers were soliciting two 
judges from each professional division to participate in the conference, and were looking 
for ideas on workshops for the conference. A brochure was distributed describing the 
conference, and is provided as Attachment #2. 
 
Mark DeHart - Secretary 
Minutes from the June 2010 meeting were distributed.  It was noted that G. Ilas was not 
present at the June meeting and that her name should be removed from the list of 
attendees.  Scholarship information still needed to be supplied by J. Gehin.  The process 
to provide final minutes to ANS and for posting on the RPD website was discussed.  
With no other comments or concerns, B. Bromley moved to accept the revised minutes, 
seconded by R. Ellis.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Ali Haghighat – Treasurer 
A. Haghighat distributed the RPD budget spreadsheet (see Atttachment 3) and described 
assets and liabilities.  A discussion ensued as to how to best utilize the large net balance 
in the RPD account.  It was suggested that scholarships be considered, and that this 
should be taken as an action item for the next Executive Committee meeting. 
 
The budget contains a footnote that reserves $5000 for an scanning (archival) process for 
old ANS Journals.  This item will be removed – ANS National is considering taking on 
this work itself. 
 
B. Forget made a motion to accept the budget with this change; the motion was seconded 
by R. Ellis, and the budget was unanimously approved. 
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Robert St. Clair – 2011 Election Candidates 
R. St. Clair was not present to provide an update on the RPD election slate.  However, a 
list of potential candidates has been discussed by the nominating committee, which will 
be finalized in the next few weeks. 
 
Ben Forget – RPD Website update 
B. Forget reported that the RPD website has been updated but that it needs content – the 
various sub-committees should consider making appropriate materials available.  
Specifically, it was noted that scholarship information is needed from J. Gehin.  D. 
Cokinos has sent a list of RPD Fellows to be posted on the website.  A web address for 
the location of the RPD charter needs to be obtained from J. Bradfute; at present the link 
to the division charter is inactive.  Finally, H. Shapira, the website manager, needs to be 
contacted to provide a bill for services so that this can be paid. 
 
Jess Gehin - Scholarship Committee  
J. Gehin reported that Josh Hykes from NCSU was the recipient of the Henry-Greebler 
Scholarship awarded in the spring.  Applications will be coming in soon for the 2011 
award.  Currently this is an endowed $3500 scholarship.  Establishment of a second 
endowed scholarship is being considered; the cost for such an endowment would be on 
the order of $100,000.  However, the scholarship can be initiated before it is fully 
endowed. 
 
Fausto Franceschini – Program Committee 
Fausto Franceschini informed the members that at the current meeting a recent record of 
55 papers were accepted from 60 presented at six sessions. The sessions are: Reactor 
Physics General I & II, Reactor Analysis Methods, and Reactor Physics Design, 
Validation, and Optimization Experience, and two special sessions entitled “Advances in 
Reactor  Core Analysis Methods to Meet the Challenges of Next-Generation and 
Advanced NPP Design” (organized by Mark DeHart); and, “Advanced in Small- and 
Medium-Sized Reactor Designs” (organized by Youssef Shatilla). A panel session on 
“Current Issues in LWR Core Design and Reactor Engineering Support,” is organized by 
Moussa Mahgerefteh (Exelon). Fausto also mentioned that the new review process is 
working smoothly, only 2 papers were rejected. Attachment #6 provides the Minutes of 
the last Program Committee meeting, which were distributed at the meeting. 
 
Reports on Upcoming Topical Meetings 
 
MC2011 
 
Sandra Dulla reported on the status of the upcoming MC2011 meeting, to be held May 8-
12, 2011 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Full papers are currently being solicited – a full paper 
is defined as 5-15 pages, with 8-12 pages recommended.  The submission deadline is 
Nov. 30, 2010.  Visas will be necessary for US citizens to travel to Brazil, which may 
complicate travel arrangements.  Dr. Dulla will provide a brief statement to this effect to 
put in the Fall RPD Newsletter.  It was noted that DOE approval for travel, which may 
come at the last minute, could be problematic.  Ali Haghighat said that he would talk to 



RPD Executive Committee Minutes                                                              November 2010 

   3!

Pete Lyons about getting DOE buy-in; he will need to follow up with a formal request if 
Lyons is receptive. 
 
Physor 2012 
 
Germina Ilas reported that the meeting received publications approval; Jess Gehin that 
Screening Committee approval was obtained without a hitch.  Ron Ellis distributed a 
handout with preliminary TPC information and a list of potential sessions – this is 
attached as Attachment 7.  A kickoff TPC meeting is planned for Monday from 4-5 in the 
Riviera’s Royal Skybox Room 204 on Monday from 4-5 PM. 
 
Physor 2014 
 
Fausto Franceschini noted that the Physor 2014 will be an international meeting, and that 
it is time to start thinking about solicitation of proposals for hosting the meeting. 
 
Dimitri Cokinos – Standards Committee 
A brief report was provided on the status of Standard.  ANS-19.3 (“Determination of 
Steady State Neutron Reaction Rate Distributions and Reactivity of Nuclear Reactors”), 
chaired by Ben Rouben, is moving forward, and is about ready to submit to the consensus 
committee, N-17.  An update of ANS-19.4 (“A Guide for Acquisition and Documentation 
of Reference Power Reactor Physics Measurements for Nuclear Analysis Verification”) 
is being led by Charlie Rombough and is nearing completion.  Dimitri also noted that 
many of the standards committees are struggling in need of volunteers. 
 
Dimitri Conkinos – Honors & Awards 
Earlier in the month an email from Rachel Slaybaugh on behalf of the National Honors 
and Awards Sub-committee within the Professional Development Committee (PDC) of 
ANS resulted in a flurry of email exchanges in an attempt to understand what the PDC 
was trying to accomplish.  Ms. Slaybaugh came to the Executive Committee to clarify the 
position of the PDC with respect to Honors and Awards.  She clarified that PDC sought 
only information on any awards are given out that they are not aware of in an attempt to 
get a handle on awards being given in all divisions.  This was not an attempt to 
micromanage or limit awards made by divisions, but instead was an effort to prevent 
duplication or conflict between divisions and/or the PDC.  PDC is making an attempt to 
“bin” awards into general categories and was looking for feedback from the profession 
divisions on a set of five candidate categories: Past Chair (PC); Best Paper/session (BP); 
Service/Leadership (SL); Excellence/Achievement (EA); and Student/Young person 
Recognition (SR).  On behalf of RPD, Dimitri Conkinos concurred that this approach 
could be very valuable and these seemed to be representative categories. Conkinos also 
noted that he liked the idea of a young engineer’s award for RPD, which the division 
does not currently support. 
 
A more general discussion of the awards process within the division ensued. Jeff 
Bradfute pointed out spreadsheet is currently used to identify and track candidates for 
awards within the division (ANS Fellow, Wigner award).  Ali Haghighat suggested 
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sending a membership list to all Executive Committee members so they can identify 
potential candidates for RPD awards.  It was noted that a nomination for Fellow requires 
five letters with broad representation, preferably from other Fellows. Haghighat  also 
pointed out we don’t have a service award, while other divisions do have such an award.   
 
Dimitri Conkinos closed the discussion in noting that RPD’s Honors and Awards 
Committee currently has five members, and that the committee will look at setting up a 
Young engineer’s and service awards.  Dimitri suggests Young Reactor Physicists award 
name. 
 
At this point the floor was yielded to Tom Row of Oak Ridge ANS local section to 
discuss an Alvin Weinberg Memorial being developed.  Dr. Weinberg passed away in 
2006, and Oak Ridge locals formed a committee to recognize him and his achievements.  
A pamphlet was distributed describing proposed memorials, including film biography, 
lecture and workshop series, tennis courts named in his honor in OR, bronze relief 
plaques.  Tom is soliciting a contribution for the film biography.  It was noted within the 
committee that Weinberg was really a founding father of RPD and the division ought to 
support this.  Ali Haghighat made a motion for the division to contribute $8000; this was 
seconded by Glenn Sjoden. Ivan Maldonado suggested amending the motion to a 
contribution of $10K.  The motion was amended and passed unanimously as amended. 
 
Mark DeHart – Joint Benchmark Committee 
Mark reported that a very productive JBC meeting was held earlier in the day, and that a 
number of new benchmarks have been brought to the table.  In addition, a special session 
on Benchmarking and the JBC will be held during this meeting.  Speakers will be Blair 
Briggs, Bernadette Kirk, Jim Guilliford, Barry Ganapol, and Mark DeHart. 
 
Bob St. Clair – Goals & Strategic Committee 
Bob was not present – Blair Bromley and Ben Forget reported on a Goals and Planning 
document that is being updated. 
 
Regis Matzie – Board Representative 
Regis provided an update on strategic plan and the consultant (ProOrbis) hired by ANS to 
develop a detailed plan of implementation for refocusing ANS priorities.  It has been 
proposed that the 21st Century Society be reorganized into four hubs to better serve 
membership: the Center for Publications, Center from Professional Development, Global 
Institute for Nuclear Science and Technology (NS&T), and the Center for NS&T 
Information.  Fundraising activities have been started, targeting utilties, vendors, and 
architect engineers.  To date, three companies have been enlisted, with two of those 
companies pledging over $1.5M over a five year period. 
 
New Business 
Documents that describe the activities and responsibilities of both Executive Committee 
and Program Committee membership is needed.  Ivan and Fausto are working on draft 
descriptions for Executive and Program Committees respectively; these drafts will be 
distributed by email in the near future.  The intent of these documents is to make 
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committee membership requirements clear for candidate members so that they can make 
a case in advance with their employer so that a commitment to support participation can 
be made.   
 
This announcement led to a discussion of the difficulty that some members have in 
getting company support for travel, and the possibility of the division providing some 
travel support.  It was agreed that this would set a bad precedent that should be avoided.  
A registration discount for committee members was suggested.  It was also noted that 
travel for Sunday business meetings without participating in the two week-long meetings 
was also generally well-supported by most companies – the biggest expense of meeting 
participation is in non-productive hours charged to the employer. 
 
Adjournment – Mark DeHart moved to adjourn the meeting; this motion was seconded 
by Ivan Maldonado and unanimously approved by those present.  The meeting was ended 
at 6:10 pm.  
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Attachment #1 
Signup Sheet 
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Attachment #2 
Report of 2011 ANS Student Conference (Richard Meshall, Georgia Tech) 
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Attachment #3 
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Attachment #3 
2010 Budget Report (Ali Haghighat, University of Florida) 
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Attachment #4 
Report on 2010 Student Conference (University of Michigan) 
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Attachment #5 
Announcement of 2011 Student Conference, Georgia Institute of Technology 
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Attachment #6 
Minutes of the RPD Program Committee 
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Attachment #7 
Minutes of the RPD Program Committee 
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