
 

 

Reactor Physics Division 
American Nuclear Society 

The Omni Shoreham Hotel – Washington, DC 
Sunday, October 30, 2011 

____________________________________________________________
_ 

 

4:00 PM to 6:00 PM - East Parlor #200 
 
The meeting was called to order by Benoit Forget (Division Chair) at 4:00 pm. Prof. 
Forget asked all attendees to introduce themselves and circulated a signup sheet for 
attendance (see Attachment 1).  The meeting agenda was also provided to all participants 
(see Attachment 2).  Attachment 3 contains a summary of the RPD Schedule at the ANS 
2011 Winter Meeting and a current list of the RPD officers and EC.  Prof Forget 
introduced special visitor ANS National President Eric Loewen who provided an address 
to the RPD EC Meeting attendees. 
 
He presented a summary of the ANS HQ search for a new executive director.  In the 
nationwide search, 15 individuals were qualified, and this number will be reduced to 5.  
The qualified applicants will be at the President’s Reception at the ANS 2011 Winter 
Meeting.  At the upcoming ANS Board Meeting on Wednesday, November 2, a vote will 
be conducted on the search applicants.   
 
Eric Loewen announced his willingness to participate in the upcoming PHYSOR 2012 
Reactor Physics Topical Meeting, April 15-20, 2012, in Knoxville, TN.  He proposed that 
he would present a recent Top Fuel paper if at PHYSOR 2012.  (Due to scheduling 
circumstances, it was not possible for him to be at PHYSOR 2012.) 
 
The minutes of the ANS 2011 Annual Meeting RPD EC Meeting were distributed prior 
to this meeting, and copies were distributed to attendees who required hard copies.   
 
Mark DeHart presented the RPD 2012 budget, which is included as Attachment 4.   
 
There was discussion as to whether RPD Newsletters should be prepared and distributed 
following the June and October/November RPD EC Meetings (in conjunction with the 
ANS National Annual and Winter Meetings), instead of prior to the RPD EC Meetings.  
There was general agreement and consensus on this. 
 
Mark DeHart and others discussed the situation of the RPD website.  It is desired that 
changes should be made to include changes in technology, such as a counter/meter to 
determine and count who visits and reads materials on the RPD website.     
 
Two students, Vanessa Sanders (General Chair – Program) and Sherry Faye (General 
Chair – Logistics), both from UNLV, gave an update on the upcoming 2012 ANS 
Students Conference for April 12-15, 2012, in Las Vegas.  Attachment 5 provides a 
summary of the ANS 2012 Student Conference.  They discussed the highlights of the 
conference: technical sessions, career fair, interviews, workshops, tours, and social 
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networking.  The tours will include NTS, museum, and the UNLV campus.  There will be 
an ATR workshop.  The conference will be held at the Alexis Park Hotel.   
 
The topic of sponsorship was raised.  The cost per student is $432, but sponsorship 
covers a lot.  They are looking for judges and session chairs from the ANS professional 
divisions.  There was discussion about a ¼ page ad for the student conference program.  
Mark DeHart will draft something for their program. 
 
Mark DeHart gave a presentation on his RPD 2012 budget.  He will estimate the RPD 
profit share from PHYSOR 2012.  The JB Committee Workshop was held on October 29, 
at 2/3 of the planned budget.  The RPD account has $82,000.00 at the end of the year.   
 
Next, discussion was on endowed scholarship.  Glenn S mentioned there were 10 
participants.  There were suggestions that RPD consider sponsoring receptions and travel.  
A question was raised that the bill in the future should be split with MCD if they concur.   
 
Students who present papers should be targeted, encouraging students to join ANS.  Mark 
DeHart made a motion that $500 be given towards students for the ANS receptions.  The 
cost is $50 per student ticket.  It was suggested that 20 tickets be made available; MCD 
does a similar level of sponsorship.  Mark DeHart made the motion, and Blair Bromley 
seconded it.   
 
Ivan Maldonado and the current officers were on the RPD nominating committee.  They 
are charged with the selection of people to run for the RPD executive committee.   
 
Alireza Haghighat then discussed the RPD website.  Payments for the website, to Hanna, 
were discussed.  He will contact Hanna; the website needs updating.  C. Rabiti proposed 
establishing a blog on the RPD website.  Alireza proposed links to RPD ex comm 
members’ websites and pictures.  During the discussion, questions were made as to who 
can access the webpage software, etc.  Consensus was that Hanna should still do the 
major updates.  Discussion then was on what were the options.  Mark DeHart proposed 
that we discontinue using Hanna on the website and allow a RPD representative to access 
the website and volunteer to perform the updates.  Fausto mentioned that he does have 
access to the website.  Consensus was that things should be resolved with Hanna on the 
website issues.  It was moved that we pay her through this year and then have her come 
in to update RPD EC.  
 
The minutes of the RPD PC Meeting at the ANS 2011 Winter Meeting are included in 
Attachment 6.  Henry Greebler Award went to Benoit Forget’s student.  Benoit 
announced that Fausto is leaving leading the RPD Program Committee.  Alex S. will be 
taking over this role.  The current meeting (October 2011) has 47 papers, which is down 
from 107 RPD papers during the past ANS 2011 Annual Meeting.  Discussions were then 
held on the sessions, special sessions, and panels for the ANS 2012 Annual Meeting.  
Fausto will circulate information on the special sessions and further extensions for RPD 
papers for the ANS 2012 Annual Meeting will be assessed.  Proposals for RPD sessions 
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for the ANS 2012 Winter Meeting are being collected.  Piero Ravetto introduced an idea 
for a special RPD session. 
 
Ron Ellis gave a summary update on PHYSOR 2012, which has received all the 
necessary approvals.  The peer review process for papers for PHYSOR 2012 is soon to be 
underway, and more than 300 papers are expected.  With sponsorships, regular and 
student attendees, planned student inclusion in events, the target for expected profit for 
PHYSOR 2012 will be $50K, as decided after the October 27, 2011 PHYSOR 2012 
organizing committee meeting.  The deadline for full paper submissions will be extended 
as appropriate as will the dates for registration.   
 
Fausto talked on the topic of PHYSOR 2014 bid proposals; there are several potential 
bids that we know about.  Three possible bids are Japan, AES, and Czech Republic.   
There are 2-3 other possible bids.  (At PHYSOR 2012, an unofficial informational 
luncheon session was held in which interested potential bidders could make short 
presentations on their plans:  Sweden, China, and Japan participated.)  The RPD EC 
agreed on the terms of conflict of interest in the upcoming vote on the PHYSOR 2012 
bid:  those in organizations participating in the bid process will not be allowed to vote.  
This was agreed to by both the RPD PC and EC. 
 
Dimitrios Cokinos presented an update on the work and progress of the standards 
committee.  Attachment 7 presents a brief history of the ANS-19 Standards.  A 
completely revised standard was released for 19.3.  The release process is very slow to 
resolve issues and release to standard.  A new standard for PWR low pressure was 
discussed.  Nuclear News has called for comments on the standards progress.  Bob St. 
Clair has taken over for Russ Mosteller, but now cannot continue. 
 
The decay heat standard went out but someone in Chicago found a problem in it; the 
resolution is still not finished.  There are five standards by ISO; NWIPS.  A better IT 
process was suggested.  Ben Forget will propose this on Wednesday, November 2.   
 
Honors and Awards were then discussed.  The Wigner Award is going to Nils Sjostrand.  
It will be presented to him at Chalmers University.   
 
The ‘Young Engineer Award’ was revised by Blair Bromley and Dimitrios Cokinos.  
Blair has prepared a flier on this award.  Blair and Dimitrios met at the ANS 2011 Annual 
Meeting to discuss the revision to the award.  It was revised in the interim time and is 
now ready.  Attachment 8 is the relevant details page for this award. 
 
The nomination package for this award was explained.  A recipient can only win once.  
Applicants can re-apply up until they are no longer under 39 years of age at the time of 
submittal.  The National ANS honors and awards committee is in favor of the revised 
award details.  There are questions as to why there is no associated monetary award.  
Monetary awards are often looked upon with more favor.  It was suggested that perhaps 
RPD could pay the costs for the recipient to attend the awards banquet.  There was 
further discussion on the merits of having a monetary amount associated with the award.  
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This was submitted for RPD EC acceptance.  Blair made the motion on the revised award 
notice.  RPD will pay for tickets to the awards ceremony.  Benefactors will get free 
registration, plus preferred.  The motion passed.  The tax implications were not discussed 
at this time. 
 
Glenn Sjoden chaired the JBC meeting.  There were 10 participants.  Charter to take 
advantage of all available benchmark information.  They discussed about SINBAD and 
the international reactor physics benchmark data.  There are holes to be filled.  There is 
no one suppository of information.  Glenn Sjoden will write a report to follow up with 
information plus a list and narrative.  Oak Ridge offered to maintain this, between RSICC 
and NEA.  This will help in future proposals with DOE etc. to defend or support.  A 
bibliography and list of existing benchmarks will be included.  This will be for use with 
codes etc.   
 
The report on the Goals and Strategic Planning Committee Meeting was given.  It was 
suggested that the RPD website be made more effective for the membership.  
Communication with the public, especially after Fukushima, needs to be improved.  Ali 
Haghighat said the public feels that professors are to be respected more.  We need to 
come up with different ways of saying things and supporting centers or functions.  There 
are four centers at ANS HQ.  This gets away from administrators administrating.  We 
now have an outreach center.  The center will have more in common with the rank and 
file.  With centers, you can get more funds and money.  A question was raised as to who 
will be hired to run these centers?  Also, what is the stature of professors in media 
coverage and interactions? 
 
Ivan Maldonado talked about succession planning.  A two tier approach is seen, with 
trainee, and full chair.  The program committee is possibly the most important aspect.  
Ali Haghighat said that whoever chairs it has to be on top of things. 
 
For the Professional Development Committee meeting, Benoit Forget and Ali Haghighat 
attended.   
 
The year 2013 will have a special session for the anniversary of nuclear fission.  The 
information will be circulated for comments.  Comments were made that the RPD 
website was ok. 
 
Mark DeHart mentioned articles on Regis, from ANS HQ.  Regis talked to the RPD EC 
about the centers that were discussed above. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Benoit Forget moved to adjourn the meeting; this motion was seconded by Ron Ellis.  It 
passed unanimously.  The meeting was ended at 6:00 pm.  Photographs taken at the end 
of this ANS RPD EC meeting are presented in Attachment 9.  
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Attachment 1 
Signup Sheet 

 
 



Reactor Physics Division      October 30, 2011 

 

Attachment 2 
Meeting Agenda 

 
Reactor Physics Division Executive Committee Meeting 

Sunday, October 30, 2011, 4:00 - 6:00 PM 
Washington, DC 

AGENDA 
1. Secretary's Report – Ron Ellis               5 min 

a. Approval of minutes, June 2011 meeting (Hollywood, FL) 
b. RPD Newsletter Status/Schedule 

2. Treasurer's Report – Mark DeHart              10 min 
a. Student Support (National Meetings and Student Conference) 
b. 2011 Budget Status (payments, income, pending items, etc.) 
c. Wigner memorial fund 
d. 2012 Budget Proposal 

3. 2011 Nominating/Elections Committee Report – Ivan Maldonado     5 min 
4. RPD Website Update – Ali Haghighat             10 min 

a. Content Updates 
b. Payments 

5. Scholarship Committee ‐ Jess Gehin             5 min 
6. Program Committee Updates ‐ Fausto Franceschini         15 min 

a. 2012 Annual Meeting (Chicago, IL) 
b. 2012 Winter Meeting (San Diego, CA) 
c. 2013 Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA) 

7. Topical Meetings (Updates, Requests for Sponsorship)         10 min 
a. PHYSOR 2012 (Knoxville, TN) – Jess Gehin, Ivan Maldonado, Ron Ellis 
b. PHYSOR 2014 Planning ‐ Fausto Franceschini 

8. Standards Committee Update ‐ Dimitrios Cokinos         5 min 
9. Honors and Awards Committee Update ‐ Dimitrios Cokinos       10 min 

a. Wigner Award 
b. ANS Fellows 
c. Update on Categorization of Division Administered Awards 

10. Student Conference Update – (UNLV)             5 min 
11. Joint Benchmark Committee Report ‐ Mark DeHart         5 min 
12. Goals and Strategic Planning Committee – Ali Haghighat       5 min 
13. Professional Divisions                 10 min 

a. PDC Update (workshop update by Ben and Ali) 
b. Liaison report (Regis Matzie – PDC Liaison) 

14. New Business                   10 min 
a. Early Career Award 

15. Adjournment 
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Attachment 3 
 

Reactor Physics Division Schedule 
Honors and Awards 
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. Location: Room #204 
Goals and Planning 
SUNDAY, 1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. Location: Room #204 
Program 
SUNDAY, 2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. Location: Room #204 
Executive 
SUNDAY, 4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. Location: Room #204 
 
 

RPD Officer List (Annual Meeting 2011 – Washington, DC) 
 

Name Title Email 
Ben Forget Chair bforget@mit.edu 

Ali Haghighat Vice Chair haghighat@vt.edu 

Mark DeHart Treasurer Mark.DeHart@inl.gov 
Ron Ellis Secretary ellisrj@ornl.gov 

Fausto Franceschini Technical Program francef@westinghouse.com 
Dimitri Cokinos Standards/Honors & Awards cokinos@bnl.gov 

Jess Gehin Scholarships/Goals & Membership gehinjc@ornl.gov 

Ivan Maldonado Past Chair ivan.maldonado@utk.edu 
Bob St Clair Past-Past Chair brstclai@duke-energy.com 
David Griesheimer EC 2012 grieshei@bettis.gov 

Dumitru Serghiuta EC 2012 dumitru.serghiuta@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca 
Glen Sjoden EC 2012 sjoden@gatech.edu 

Robb Borland EC 2013 rjborland@firstenergycorp.com 
Tunc Aldemir EC 2013 aldemir.1@osu.edu 
Akio Yamamoto EC 2013 a-yamamoto@nucl.nagoya-u.ac.jp 
Blair Bromley EC 2013 bromleyb@aecl.ca 
David Nigg EC 2014 David.Nigg@inl.gov 
Mohamed Ouisloumen EC 2014 ouislom@westinghouse.com 
Massimo Salvatores EC 2014 massimo.salvatores@cea.fr 
Ugur Mertyurek EC 2014 mertyureku@ornl.gov 

 
 
  



Attachment 4 
RPD Division Budget 
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Attachment 5 
Status Update for Upcoming 2012 ANS Student Conference 
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Attachment #6 
 

Minutes of the ANS RPD PC Meeting  
(October 30, 2011, 2:00 – 4:00 PM) 

Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC 
 
The minutes of the last ANS RPD PC meeting (from the ANS 2011 Annual Meeting in Florida) 
will be voted by email as it was too late. The best papers from June 2011 were discussed.  There 
are 47 RPD papers in the current meeting.  The sessions will all be in the Palladium Room, and 
will last until 6:00 PM.  
 
There is a special session on Tuesday (Mark DeHart).  There are three sessions on Wednesday, 
November 2.  There will be a special session on terrestrial and space reactors.  There is a tutorial 
on the code VESTA on Thursday, November 3. 
 
For the ANS 2011 Annual meeting in June 2011, there were 107 RPD papers.  By comparison, 
there are 47 RPD papers in this current meeting; 20 of the papers are in the special sessions.  
Blair Bromley discussed the judging of best paper candidates for the current sessions:  there are 
four papers competing for the best paper.  Two of the papers are in the Tuesday AM session and 
two of the papers are on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
The RPD special sessions for the ANS 2012 Annual Meeting were discussed: 
 

1. Initial experience with ENDF/B-VII nuclear data 
2. ENDF/B-VII data evaluation (Luiz Leal, et al) 
3. Reduced enrichment (RERTR) (Mark DeHart) 
4. Spectrum and dosimetry 
5. Hybrid Monte Carlo methods for reactors (John Wagner and Hany Abdel-Khalik) 
6. Panel by Dave on LWR core design 

 
For the ANS 2012 Winter Meeting, the name of the special session will be decided within the 
next few months.  An electronic form was sent out.  Alain Santamarina suggested a few topics.  
Some topics include experimental validation for future systems, and feedback from Fukushima.  
Blair Bromley mentioned something on small reactors of interest to aerospace too.  The topics of 
new clads and new fuel material, with relevance to Fukushima issues, are of interest.  Also, 
monitoring spent fuel pools etc is of relevance.   
 
For the ANS 2012 Winter Meeting, Ali Haghighat and Fausto Franceschini will consider.  Mark 
DeHart mentioned the topic of reactor physics for SMR, as a panel or a session.  Fausto is 
assembling a list of volunteers for session chairs for \the June 2012 ANS Annual Meeting.  
 
Ron Ellis presented a summary update on PHYSOR 2012. 
 
A summary update was given on Global 2011 which will be December 11-15 2011 in Makahari, 
Tokyo.  Chairs will be assigned in the next few weeks.  There are 200 papers so far, and there 
will be a poster session. 
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The topic of PHYSOR 2014 was then discussed.  The bid process will be completed in Chicago 
at the June 2012 Annual Meeting.  There have been several responses from several organizations 
thus far.  It will be a competitive bid.  Three bids have been made and there may be a further 2-3 
bid proposals, spanning Europe, Asia, and South America.   
 
Under other business, Blair Bromley discussed writing up a proposal on the RPD Young 
Members Award.  He discussed it and circulated a one-pager.  The chair of the honors and 
awards committee will seek nominations.  RPD members are encouraged to contact Blair 
Bromley or Dimitrios Cokinos.  Thomas Sutton suggested that we should also encourage 
nominating to ANS an award of the same type. 
 
A proposal was made by M. Salvatores commemorating John Rawlings, as either a session or 
panel.   
 
The last item of the RPD PC meeting, is the announcement that Fausto Franceschini is stepping 
down from chairing the RPD program committee.  All in attendance offered their thanks to 
Fausto for all his hard work.  His successor was found:  Alex Stanculescu from IAEA via INL.  
Alex has a background in reactor physics and experience in Rome, CEA, etc.  He was at IAEA 
for 12 years. 
 
Ben Forget led the applause for Alex, and for Fausto. 
 
The RPD PC meeting was adjourned. 
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Attachment 7 
 



Reactor Physics Division      October 30, 2011 

 

Attachment 8 
RPD Early Career Reactor Physicist Award 
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Attachment 9 
 

Photographs (courtesy of Blair Bromley) from the RPD Executive Committee 
Meeting (October 30, 2011, in Washington, DC) 

 

 
 
 

 


