
 

Minutes 
Reactor Physics Division Executive Committee Meeting 
June 16, 2016 

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.    Strand 10AB, Hyatt Regency, New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

1. Call to Order at 5:21 pm – Pavel Tsvetkov  
The Reactor Physics Division (RPD) Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at  
 

2. Distribution of Attendance Sheet – Todd Palmer  
The attendance sheet was distributed. 
 

3. Executive Committee Membership – Pavel Tsvetkov  
Ellis reported that the Spring 2015 RPD newsletter was distributed to the RPD members.  

a. Executive committee members and officers completing their terms were 
acknowledged. 

b. Newly elected executive committee members and officers were reported. 
 

4. Secretary's Report – Todd Palmer  
a. Meeting minutes from the November 2016 meeting (Washington DC) were not 

available to be approved.  Minutes will be distributed and approved by email vote 
later in June, 2016. 

b. It was mentioned that the RPD Spring Newsletter (Spring 2016 edition) was 
issued and distributed to RPD members.  
 

5. Treasurer's Report – Arzu Alpan/Fausto Franceschini  
a. Budget status (payments, income, pending items, etc.) was reported (see 

attachment). 
b. The RPD budget was approved. 

 
6. RPD Website, Facebook page, Social Media Update – Fausto Francheschini/Pavel 

Tsvetkov 
Tsvetkov indicated that ANS developed two templates for professional division websites 
and pointed out that the website should be kept up to date. 
 

7. ANS PHYSOR 2016 – Mark DeHart 
Mark Dehart provided a report on the outcomes of the PHYSOR 2016 meeting in Sun 
Valley Idaho during the RPD Program Committee Meeting, and Pavel Tsvetkov referred 
to some of the details in his presentation (attached).     
 

8. ANS Student Conference Status Update 
Please see the attached minutes from the Program Committee meeting for details of the 
previous and upcoming ANS Student Conferences. 
 

9. RPD Scholarships– Ben Forget 
Ben Forget provided a report from the Scholarship Committee that was included in Pavel 
Tsvetkov’s presentation to the Executive Committee.  [See attached.] 



 
 

10. Program Committee Updates – Cristian Rabiti  
In the interest of time, no formal Program Committee updates were provided.  However, 
the minutes of the Program Committee Meeting (2:00-5:15 pm, Strand 10AB) are 
attached to these minutes. 
 

11. Standards Committee Update – Dimitrios Cokinos/Pavel Tsvetkov    
Dimitrios Cokinos provided a report from the Standards Committee that was included in 
the presentation given by Pavel Tsvetkov.  That presentation is included as an 
attachment to these minutes. 

 
12. Honors and Awards Committee Update – Dimitrios Cokinos/Pavel Tsvetkov 

Dimitrios Cokinos provided a report from the Standards Committee that was included in 
the presentation given by Pavel Tsvetkov.  That presentation is included as an 
attachment to these minutes.  A question was raised as to the reason for giving two 
Wigner awards this year, and no answer was available. 

 
13. Goals and Strategic Planning Committee – Pavel Tsvetkov     

Pavel Tsvetkov’s presentation to the Executive Committee contains details of the 
outcomes of the Goals and Strategic Planning Committee meeting.  [See attached.] 
There was discussion around the value of joining ANS and specifically what members 
receive from RPD, if membership growth is important.  Andrew Merton tasked with 
drafting the value case. 
 

14. Professional Divisions Workshop Update – Pavel Tsvetkov 
See the New Business section of these minutes.  
 

15. Liaison report – Board Liaison    
A board liaison was not present.   

 
16. New Business            

a. Chair-Elect Andy Klein is seeking ideas for Grand Challenges in Nuclear Science 
and Engineering for the ANS 

b. Federal agency perspective is that there is more recognition for nuclear, but on 
the industry side there is less support 

c. Membership is a primary focus for ANS. 
d. President Grecheck discussed the issue of folks experiencing a lack of 

inclusiveness.  Trying to express that the ANS is a welcoming and diverse 
society.  Respectful behavior policy was also distributed. 

  
17. Adjournment – Pavel Tsvetkov 

Tsvetkov adjourned the meeting at 5:46 pm.      
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Todd S. Palmer, RPD Secretary 
Attachments: RPD Executive Committee Meeting Attendance Sheet 
  Presentation given by Pavel Tsvetkov to Executive Committee 

Minutes from the Program Committee Meeting, June 12, 2016 
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Chair’s Presentation to the Executive Committee (Pavel Tsvetkov) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Goals and Planning Committee Meeting

 Engagement strategies with other divisions

 Engagement with YMG

 Standing committees – practices vs. RPD rules

 Our membership. Do we need to recruit into RPD?

1

Reactor Physics Division



 Executive Committee Meeting

 Welcome! Introductions

 Secretary Report

 Treasurer Report

 Website, Facebook

 PHYSOR 2016

 ANS Student Conference

 Scholarship Committee 

 Program Committee

 Standards Committee

 Honors and Awards Committee

 Goals and Strategic Planning Committee

 Professional Divisions Committee Workshop

 Liaison Report

 New Business – ANS President Meeting, Metrics, Plans

 Discussion Adjournment – 6 PM 2

Reactor Physics Division
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Reactor Physics Division

% of ANS Membership

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

ANS 10,777 10,783 10,772 10,851 10,938 11,137 11,557 11,361 11,228 11,083 10,465

RPD 1492 1589 1634 1717 1750 1793 1923 1943 1971 1906 1760

RPD% 13.8% 14.7% 15.2% 15.8% 16.0% 16.1% 16.6% 17.1% 17.6% 17.2% 16.8%
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Reactor Physics Division

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Arzu Alpan 

alpanfa@westinghouse.com 

Reactor Physics Division Treasurer, 2015-2016 

The latest RPD financials were received from ANS in November 2015, providing the 3rd quarter financials 

of 2015. Based on the 3rd quarter financials of 2015 and the anticipated expenses in the remaining of 

2015, it is estimated that the RPD 2015 year-end fund balance was $31,608.  

The major RPD expenses in 2016 consisted of the following: 

 Student support ($2,500 was given to the 2016 ANS Student Conference and $1,000 was given 

to the ANS Student Program for assistance to students to attend the 2016 ANS Annual and 2016 

ANS Winter Meetings) 

 Lineberry Scholarship (a contribution of $5,000 and $6,500 was provided in 2015 and 2016, 

respectively) 

 Rudi Stamm'ler Reactor Physics Division Scholarship ($6,000 was contributed in 2016; the 

balance in the Stamm’ler fund is about $33,000) 

It is expected that the RPD will receive approximately $3,500 from membership dues and $42,000 from 

PHYSOR 2016 this year, and continues to have excellent financial health.  
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REACTOR PHYSICS STANDARDS 

 Revision of ANSI/ANS-19.1, Nuclear Data Sets for Reactor Design Calculations is proceeding with the WG and ANS-

19 approval and publication targeted by the end of the year.   

 ANSI/ANS-19.3, Steady State Neutronics Methods for Power Reactor Analysis has a new WG Chair. Expansion to 

the areas of subcriticality and inclusion of generic HWRs are among the improvements planned for the next 

revision. This standard, with appropriate format modifications, is being adopted by the ISO. 

 ANSI/ANS-19.6.1, Reload Startup Physics Tests for PWRs is being reaffirmed.  This standard too is being adopted 

by the ISO. 

 ANSI/NS-19.11, MTC for PWRs, is being reaffirmed 

 ANSI/ANS-5.1, Decay Heat Power in Light Water Reactors, has been recently updated. It is widely used both here 

and abroad 

 ANSI/ANS-19.4 Acquisition and Documentation of Reference Power Reactor Physics Measurement for Nuclear 

Analysis Verification, being revised under new WG Chair. 

STANDARDS IN NEED OF REVISION 

 Thermal Energy Deposition (ANSI/ANS-19.3.4) 

 Requirements for Reference Power Reactor Physics Measurements (ANSI/ANS-19.5) 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO WORK ON STANDARDS. The next ANS-19 Meeting will be held tomorrow Monday 

morning 8:30 – 10:30 am at STRAND 7.  Interested persons are welcome to attend 
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HONORS & AWARDS 

2016 Wigner Award  

The RPD H&A Committee is happy to announce that Luiz C. Leal and Mark L. Williams, both of ORNL, have been selected 

to receive the 2016 Eugene P. Wigner Reactor Physicist Award. 

Leal’s outstanding contributions include measurements, evaluation and applications-processing of neutron cross sections, 

measurements to extend and improve resonance data for many important nuclides and enhancements in the theory of 

resonance data evaluation with algorithms which include differential and integral data uncertainties and sensitivities.  

Williams’s outstanding achievements in Reactor Physics include innovative contributions to resonance self-shielding 

theory, development of continuous-energy deterministic transport calculation for lattice physics applications, leadership 

in the development and generation of cross section covariance data.  

NOTE: RPD Members are invited to nominate individuals for the Wigner Award, who have made outstanding and lasting 

contributions towards the advancement of the field of Reactor Physics. Details appear on the ANS H&A website. 

Nominations ae also sought for potential candidates for the “Early Career Award”, a new RPD award that recognizes 

significant technical accomplishments in the field of reactor physics by RPD members who are 39 years old or younger. 

D. Cokinos 

cokinos@bnl.gov 

June 12, 2016 
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2016 Election Results 
 

 
Fausto Franceschini 

Chair 
Fellow Engineer, Westinghouse Electric 
Company 
 

 
Arzu Alpan 
Vice Chair 

Principal Engineer, Radiation Engineering & 
Analysis Group, Westinghouse Electric 
Company, Cranberry Township, PA 
 

 
Florent Heidet 

Secretary 
Principal Nuclear Engineer, Argonne National 
Laboratory, Argonne, IL 

 
Todd S. Palmer 

Treasurer 
Professor, School of Nuclear Science and 
Engineering, Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, OR.   
 

 
Luiz C. Leal 

Executive Committee 
Presently Deputy of the Laboratory of 
Expertise and Research in Neutron Reactor 
Applications at the Institut de 
Radioprotection Sûreté Nucléaire (IRSN), 
France 

 
Andrew Worrall 

Executive Committee 
Senior Scientist, Reactor Physics Group, Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory 

 
Gilles J. Youinou 

Executive Committee 
Department Manager, Reactor Physics 
Analysis & Design, Idaho National Laboratory 

 
Juan-Luis François 

Executive Committee-Non-US - RPD 
Professor, National Autonomous University of 
Mexico 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the RPD Program Committee Meeting, June 12, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RPD Program Committee Meeting 
 

June 12, 2016 Strand 10A/B, Hyatt Regency Hotel, New Orleans, Lousiana 
 

Called to Order by Cristian Rabiti, 2:05 pm 
 
• Bids for PHYSOR 2008 
 

1. Florida Local Section, Presented by Sedat Goluoglu 
 
Most details are assumed to be similar to that of PHYSOR 2016.  Hotel cost is 
expected to be $189 (500 rooms), number at government rate is not solid yet. 
General Chair – Cindy Pezze (Westinghouse) 
Technical Program Chair - Sedat Goluoglu (University of Florida) 

Lots of prior experience with technical meetings 
Asst. Tech. Program Chairs – Mark DeHart (INL), Deokjung Lee (UNIST), 
Laurent Chabert (AREVA) 
Organizing Committee Members – Zander Mausolff, Kristin Smith (University of 
Florida) 
Location: Ponte Vedra FL 
Hotel: Sawgrass Marriott 
Nine potential sponsors identified 
Relatively mature budget with RPD and Local Section splitting about $82,000 
Typical conference schedule 
Flights go into Jacksonville International Airport 
Special events: Lightner Museum, Black Raven Pirate Ship, St. Augustine 
Distillery Company, Cape Canaveral, Golf Tournament, Tours to Disney World, 
Deep-Sea Fishing 
April 29-May 3, 2018 
Registration fees cover reception, lunches, banquet. 
 

2. Canadian Nuclear Society, Presented by Guy Marleau 
 
Logo is already designed 
Theme: Reactor Physics for the 21st Century 
Date: 9/30-10/4 
Hotel Sheraton on the Falls 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada 
Honorary Chairs: TBD 
General Chair: Adriaan Bujis (McMaster University) 
Technical Program Chair: Wei Shen (Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission) 
Typical organization structure: (Four days, plenary on Monday, poster session, 
workshops on Sunday) 
Plenary: Status of Gen IV reactors 
Many individuals identified as track leaders 



Student Program: best poster/paper, professional development session, financial 
support for students 
Workshops: six or seven codes committed at this point 
Reception on Sunday, wine and cheese with poster session, 1 or 2 hosted lunches, 
conference banquet on Tuesday or Wednesday, exhibit area, online program and 
proceedings on USB 
Typical registration fees ($800 early registration), expected attendees: 390 
Profit expected to be $120k (75% CNS, 25% ANS) 
Technical tours: McMaster University reactor, CANS (Center for Advanced 
Nuclear Systems), Stern Laboratories,  
Guest Program: Wine and Craft Beer Tours, Niagara on the Lake 
Potential Sponsors: Canadian Utilities, Engineering Consulting Companies, 
Government Organizations, Simulation Software Vendors 
CNS has a long history of organizing conferences 
 

3. Mexican Nuclear Society 
 
Location: Cancun 
Hotel Marriot Casa Magna 
Date: April, 2018 
Theme: Reactor Physics Paving the Way Towards More Efficient Systems 
Honorary Chair: Dr. Lydia Paredes (ININ) 
General Chair: Gustavo Alonso (ININ) 
Many individuals identified by name 
Many track leaders identified by name 
Estimated 400 attendees, full day of plenary sessions, $750 early registration, 
hotel rate $153 
Outstanding paper, outstanding poser, outstanding student paper awards 
Workshops on Sunday 
Technical tracks on typical subjects. 
8 potential sponsors identified 
Class II meeting 
Profit share: 75% SNM, 25% RPD 
Lots of experience organizing and hosting technical meetings 
Mayan Culture tours 
Four parallel sessions, lunches will be provided 
No estimated total profit 

 
4. Northeast New York Local Section, Presented by Tim Donovan 

 
Theme: Innovation through Simulation Experiment and Theory (ISET) 
Location: Saratoga Springs, NY 
Date: April 15-19, 2018 
See attached presentation… 

 



After a vote of the Technical Program Committee, Cancun Mexico will be the 
location of PHYSOR 2018.  [Ranking of bidding 72, 69, 66, 63] 
 

• Todd Palmer taking minutes for the Program Meeting 
 

• ANS 2016 National Meeting minutes were approved. 
 

• Presentation from students from the University of Wisconsin summarizing the 2016 
Student Conference.  [All student travel expenses were covered by the organizers.]  
Organizers were very appreciative of  
 

• Presentation from students from the University of Pittsburgh, the site of the 2017 
ANS Student Conference.   Theme: “Dispelling nuclear myths”.  Requesting 
sponsorship, and award definitions.  Date: April 2017.  Also seeking judges and 
reviewers. 
 

• Mark DeHart spoke on the outcome of the PHYSOR 2016 meeting.  [See attached 
presentation.] 
 

• Special sessions: 4 have been proposed, and all were approved. 
 

• Reviewers for best paper awards were identified: Fausto Francheschini, 
Massimilliano Fratoni, Stephanie Kempf, Amanda Lang.  Six papers have been 
identified for the evaluation of presentations. 
 

• Suggestion made to document the process for best paper identification and review and 
that this be added to the bylaws for the division.  Another suggestion was made that 
the process for adding/deleting members of the Program Committee be documented 
as well. 
 

• The issue of the sequence of PHYSOR meetings, and criteria for the evaluation of 
bids and the composition of the bids was discussed.  Guidelines for the bidding 
should be established.  Discussion ensued, but it was recessed for a more formal 
proposal on this information. 
 

• Cristian Rabiti provided an overview of papers at the ANS national/annual meetings.  
[See the data presented in the report in the Spring Newsletter.] 
 

• New/old members of the Program Committee: see the list provided by Cristian Rabiti.  
 
Adjourned at 5:21 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 




















































































